Trim71/lin-41 Links an Ancient miRNA Pathway to Human Congenital Hydrocephalus.
Tripartite motif 71 (Trim71)/lineage defective 41 (lin-41) is the primary target of the ancient lethal 7 (let-7) miRNA that is essential for survival and development across animal phylogeny. Recent work identified Trim71 as a critical regulator of mammalian neural stem cell (NSC) fate and a bona fide human disease gene in congenital hydrocephalus (CH). Studying TRIM71 as a paradigm of NSC involvement in CH is a remarkable opportunity to better understand the mechanisms that regulate the timing of brain development and the pathogenesis of the most common pediatric neurosurgical disorder.